
2017 Law Day Essay 

Each year, the Kitsap County Bar Association sponsors a Law Day Essay Contest 

for Kitsap County students.  The Law Day theme this year is the Fourteenth 

Amendment – Transforming American Democracy.  All high school (grades 10-

12) and middle school (grades 9 and below) students residing or attending school 

in Kitsap County are eligible to participate.   

There will be a total of six prizes awarded, three in each age category.  The prizes 

will be awarded at the Law Day Celebration on the morning of May 5.   

 First Place – $350  

 Second Place – $250  

 Third Place – $150  

 

Essays are due April 21, 2017 at 4:30 p.m.  Essays may be submitted by email or 

snail mail.  If submitted by email, the body of the email must include the author’s 

name, phone number, email address, school, and grade.  The essay must be 

inserted as an attachment to the email.  If submitted by mail, the same information 

must be included on a separate cover sheet.  Do not include any identifying 

information on the essay itself.  Send essays to: 

 The Law Office of Thomas E. Weaver 

 PO Box 1056 

Bremerton WA 98337    

admin@tomweaverlaw.com 

(360) 792-9345 

 

The 2017 Law Day essay topics are:  

 

The Fourteenth Amendment, section 1 reads:  

 

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 

thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside. No 

state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or 

immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person 

of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person 

within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 
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(1) The Fourteenth Amendment states all persons born in the United States are 

citizens of the United States.  At the time of its enactment, long distance 

travel and communication were very slow.  Today, it is possible for a 

pregnant woman to come easily to the United States, either legally or 

illegally, long enough to have a baby born in the United States with full 

rights of citizenship and return home.   Is this a problem and, if so, what 

changes would you propose to correct it?  If not, why not? 

 

(2) The Fourteenth Amendment states no person shall be deprived of life, liberty 

or property without due process of law.   Over the years, the Supreme Court 

has struggled to determine what “liberties” are guaranteed by the Fourteenth 

Amendment.  In recent history, among the “liberties” recognized by the 

Court that were not previously recognized include the right to purchase 

contraception (Griswold v. Connecticut (1965)), the right to marry a person 

of a different race (Loving v. Virginia (1967)), the right to obtain an abortion 

(Roe v. Wade (1973)), the right to engage in sexual behavior with a member 

of the same sex (Lawrence v. Texas (2003)), and right to marry a member of 

the same sex (Obergefell v. Hodges (2015)).   What is the next “liberty” that 

the Supreme Court should recognize that is not currently recognized and 

why? 

 

 

(3) The Fourteenth Amendment guarantees all Americans equal protection of 

the laws.   In Hirabayashi v. US, 320 U.S. 81, 63 S.Ct. 1375, 87 L.Ed. 1774 

(1943) the Supreme Court upheld the criminal conviction of an American 

citizen of Japanese ancestry and student at the University of Washington 

who was convicted of violating a curfew applicable only to people of 

Japanese ancestry.  Are there times when a national emergency justifies 

creating laws and rules applicable only to people of a certain ethnic, racial or 

religious background? 

 

 


